
[image: image1.wmf]     
[image: image2.png]30 Ve,

SWRAS

TN




The Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations 1999 (England and Wales), the Water Byelaws 2004 (Scotland) and the Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009
Where the regulations apply

The Water Fittings Regulations or Scottish Byelaws apply to premises which receive, or are capable of receiving, a supply of water derived from a public water supplier.  They apply to all the fittings and appliances connected to the plumbing system from the point where ownership of the pipe which supplies the premises changes from the public water undertaker to the premises owner.  Typically this is at the boundary of the premises, as illustrated below.
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Regulation 31 Approval
Up to the point of transfer it is the responsibility of the water supplier to ensure that the materials in contact with the water comply with Regulation 31 of the Water Supply (Water Quality) Regulations.  Some materials will be approved by the Secretary of State through a process administered by the Drinking Water Inspectorate (DWi).  Compliance of some items with small surface area in contact with water can be decided by the water supplier, using guidance from DWi.
Compliance with the Water Fittings Regulations/Byelaws
Where the Water Fittings Regulations or Scottish Byelaws apply, it is a criminal offence if water fittings and appliances connected to the plumbing system do not comply with their requirements.  Water fittings must not cause waste, misuse, undue consumption or contamination of the water supply and must be ‘of an appropriate quality and standard’.  The person who installs the water fittings and the people who use them have the legal duty to ensure that the fittings comply. Installing WRAS Approved Products (in accordance with any conditions given with the approval) is the best way to ensure such conformity. 
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